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2009-2010

Financial Aid Guide
  Returning Students

Dear Student,

Briar Cliff University is dedicated to providing a level of financial assistance that, based on 
available resources, ensures equal access to Briar Cliff for all individuals seeking admission.

Briar Cliff’s Award Letter is your official notification of the award of financial aid monies 
through Briar Cliff’s Financial Aid Office. The Award Letter, while not a commitment of funds, 
is an initial indication of funds from the Iowa Tuition Grant, Federal Pell Grant, and any aid 
awarded by individuals or agencies other than Briar Cliff’s Financial Aid Office.

To help streamline the financial aid process, you are not required to return your Financial Aid 
Award Letter. All grants and scholarships will be automatically accepted.  For 2009-2010 
Briar Cliff will participate in the Federal Direct Loan Program. All students will 
need to complete a master promissory note to receive Federal Direct Loan funds.  
Refer to the Student Loan Instructions on page 6 of this booklet.

Throughout the course of the academic year, your Award Letter may need revising. You will be 
notified via email. You can look at your Award Letter on WebAdvisor at any time.

If you need additional financial assistance, refer to the Federal Direct PLUS Loan section or the  
Alternative/Supplemental Loan Option section on page 5 of this booklet.

Sincerely,

Robert Piechota, Jr.
Director of Financial Aid
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Presidential Scholarship
If you had the Presidential Scholarship last year, you 
must have a 3.0 cumulative grade point average and live 
on campus to renew the award. The Iowa Tuition Grant 
(ITG) will be deducted from the Presidential Scholarship.

Academic Achievement Award
To renew your award for the next academic year you must 
complete at least 24 credit hours and meet the terms of 
S.A.P. on page 7. This award is adjusted for resident or 
commuters. If awarded as an on-campus student and 
student moves off campus the award will be adjusted to 
off-campus amount. Students must be full-time, at least 
eight hours, each term to receive funding.

Richard Doyle Leadership Scholarship
If you had a Richard Doyle Leadership Scholarship  
last year, you must have a 2.0 cumulative grade point 
average and have met the requirements set by the 
leadership sponsor.

Alumni Scholarship
This award is given to students who have a parent that 
graduated from Briar Cliff University. This $1,000 award 
can be renewed up to four years if the student is a full-
time day student.

Art/Music/Theatre Scholarships
Students who have auditioned or presented a portfolio 
may be considered for awards in art, music or theatre. 
Awards can be renewed based on participation or guide-
lines set by appropriate faculty member. Recipients must 
maintain full-time status.

Athletic Scholarships
Briar Cliff offers athletic scholarships in the following 
sports: Men’s and Women’s Basketball, Cross Country, 
Golf, Soccer, Tennis, Track, Men’s Baseball, Football, 
Wrestling, Women’s Softball, and Volleyball. Athletes 
must meet the grade point average requirements listed in 
the Satisfactory Academic Progress Standards.  Recipients 
must maintain full-time status.

Briar Cliff Cheerleading/Dance Participation Grants
Students interested in this grant must audition for cheer-
leading/dance squads.  Students will receive $250 per 
sport in which they participate.  Funding is granted after 
completion of sport season in which student participates.

Briar Cliff Grant
This grant is awarded to students who have demon-
strated financial need and have completed the FAFSA by 
March 15, 2009. Awards vary based on need. Students 
who live on-campus have highest priority. Students who 
receive this award and move off-campus will lose this 
grant.

Connection Scholarship
If you received this scholarship the previous year it will be 
renewed. This is a $500 scholarship exclusively for high 
school seniors and new transfer students who are from 
Northwest Iowa and live within the boundaries of the 
Diocese of Sioux City and belong to a Catholic parish. This 
award is automatically renewed for up to four years if the 
student is a full-time day student.

Sibling Award
This award is given to a student and his/her sibling who 
attends Briar Cliff at the same time. This award is $500 
and can be renewed up to four years if the students are 
full-time day students and both enrolled at the same 
time.

Briar Cliff Annual and Endowed Scholarships
Briar Cliff recognizes students who have compiled 
outstanding records of scholastic achievement, displayed 
exceptional leadership qualities, and/or developed 
remarkable talents. These awards will be given at the 
discretion of the appropriate department.

All Briar Cliff University scholarships are  
for a maximum of 4 years.

Briar Cliff University 
Scholarships And Grants
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Federal Pell Grant
The Federal Pell Grant provides financial assistance 
that does not have to be repaid by eligible students. 
Application is made by completing the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The Federal Pell Grant 
program provides grants to full-time and part-time 
undergraduate students and may be used at any eligible 
college or university. The award may vary according to 
the number of credit hours you are enrolled. You must be 
enrolled for at least eight hours per term to receive a full 
award. The maximum award for the 2009-2010 academic 
year is $5,350. Federal Pell Grant eligibility is based on 
need and the funding level approved by Congress.

Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity 
Grants (SEOG) The Federal SEOG program is for students 
who show exceptional financial need. Students showing 
exceptional need, Pell Grant eligibility and are non-resi-
dents have highest priority status. These limited federal 
funds are dependent on Congressional appropriations 
and are awarded by the university in varying amounts. 
Students who receive this award and move off-campus 
will lose this grant.

Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG)
The ACG provides up to $750 for the first year of under-
graduate study and up to $1,300 for the second year 
of undergraduate study to full-time students who are 
U.S. citizens, eligible for a Federal Pell Grant, and who 
successfully completed a rigorous high school program, 
as determined by the state or local education agency and 
recognized by the Secretary of Education.  Second-year 
students must have maintained a cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) of at least 3.0.  The program is available for 
first-year students who graduated from high school after 
Jan. 1, 2006, and for second-year students who graduated 
after Jan. 1, 2005.

National Science and Mathematics Access to Retain 
Talent Grant (SMART) Provides up to $4,000 for each 
of the third and fourth years of undergraduate study 
to full-time students who are eligible for a Federal Pell 
Grant, U.S. Citizens, and who are majoring in physical, life, 
or computer sciences; environmental science; mathemat-
ics; technology; or engineering or in a foreign language 
determined critical to national security.  The student must 
also have maintained a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0 in 
coursework required for the major.

Federal TEACH Grant
The Federal TEACH Grant is for students that will be 
teaching in a low-income school and in a high need field 
of study. The student could receive a grant of up to $4,000 
for four years as an undergraduate and for two years as a 
graduate. 

To qualify for a TEACH Grant you must:
•	 Be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen
•	 Complete the FAFSA; however, financial need is not 

a requirement
•	 Score above the 75th percentile on ACT/SAT or 

maintain a GPA of at least 3.25
•	 Be enrolled as an undergraduate or a graduate 

student
•	 Be enrolled in coursework that is necessary to begin 

a career in teaching in an identified high need field 
•	 Sign a TEACH Grant Agreement to Serve (ATS) to 

teach in a low-income school and in a high need 
field full-time for four academic years within eight 
calendar years after completion or withdrawal from 
the academic program for which the TEACH Grant 
was received. ATS is located at www.teach-ats.
ed.gov and low-income schools at http://www.tcli.
ed.gov/CBSWebApp/tcli/TCLIStateWelcome.jsp. If 
service obligation is not met, the grant funds will 
be converted to a Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan 
that must be repaid with interest charged from the 
date of each TEACH Grant disbursement.

    Outside Scholarships
Any financial assistance that you may receive from sources not listed on your aid award, such as a scholarship from a 
local or private organization, military benefits, vocational rehabilitation benefits, employee reimbursement, etc. must 
be reported to the Financial Aid Office.

Please complete the Outside Aid Information Form. When notifying us of an outside award, please list the name of the 
award or donor, the amount of the award, and whether or not the award is renewable. Financial assistance awarded 
through the University is subject to change upon receipt of other aid. We will attempt to adjust your award in the 
manner that is most favorable to you while maintaining compliance with federal and state regulations.

    Federal Government Grants
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Iowa Tuition Grant (ITG)
The ITG is available to qualified Iowa residents who are enrolled in at least three credit hours at a private institution 
in Iowa. The ITG is based on need, and students must have a FAFSA at the federal processors by July 1, 2009 to be 
considered for this award. For a full-time student, the maximum ITG was $4,000 for the 2008-2009 academic year. In 
the event that available state funds are insufficient to pay the full amount of each approved grant, the Iowa College 
Student Aid Commission has the authority to administratively reduce the award.

Federal Work-Study Program
Briar Cliff’s Work-Study Program allows eligible students to earn up to the amount shown on the financial aid award 
at a part-time job on or off campus. Awards are based on calculated need as determined by information provided on 
the FAFSA. Need-based employment is funded by the Federal Work-Study Program. Employment earnings are paid 
twice each month directly to the student for hours worked and DO NOT show as a credit on the tuition bill. Briar Cliff 
will host a job fair one day prior to the first day of the academic year. Students can sign up and visit with interested 
employers.

Federal Direct Loans
A Federal Direct Loan (subsidized and unsubsidized) is a low-interest loan made to students by the U.S. Department of 
Education. The interest rate for the Federal Direct Subsidized Loan is fixed at 5.6% for the 2009-2010 academic year.  The 
interest rate for a Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan is fixed at 6.8%. Annual borrowing limits vary based on the student’s 
year in school and FAFSA dependency status.

Freshman annual loan limit = $5,500  
No more than $3,500 will be subsidized, plus additional $4,000 unsubsidized if student is independent.

Sophomore annual loan limit = $6,500
No more than $4,500 will be subsidized, plus additional $4,000 unsubsidized if student is independent.

Junior annual loan limit = $7,500 
No more than $5,500 will be subsidized, plus additional $5,000 unsubsidized if student is independent.

Senior annual loan limit = $7,500 
No more than $5,500 will be subsidized, plus additional $5,000 unsubsidized if student is independent.

The amount of your Federal Direct Loan that is subsidized depends upon the results of your FAFSA and other financial aid 
that you may be offered.  

Federal Direct Subsidized Loans are need-based with interest paid by the federal government while the student is 
enrolled at least half-time (minimum of 4 credits).

Federal Direct Loans are based on the cost of attendance (as determined by Briar Cliff), minus any other financial aid 
the student is receiving. Interest on unsubsidized loans accrues prior to repayment. The student has the option to make 
interest-only payments while attending college or to defer payment (capitalization rules may apply).

To apply for a Federal Direct Loan, refer to the Student Loan Instructions on page 6 of this booklet.

    State of Iowa Grant

    Student Loans
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Federal Direct PLUS Loan
A Federal Direct PLUS Loan is an excellent option for families who need to borrow beyond the Federal Direct Loan 
limits. This low-interest loan can be used by parents to borrow on behalf of dependent undergraduates. A credit check 
is required and performed by the U.S. Department of Education.  The interest rate is fixed at 7.9%. Eligibility is limited 
to the cost of attendance (as determined by Briar Cliff) minus any other financial aid the student is receiving. 

To apply for a Federal Direct PLUS Loan, refer to the instructions on page 6.  

     
Federal Perkins Loans are made directly through Briar Cliff University with funds provided jointly by the college and 
the Federal government. Application is made by filling out a FAFSA. The amount of the Perkins Loan depends upon 
available funds and your financial need. Repayment and 5% interest begin nine months after you cease at least 
half-time study. Deferments may be available in certain situations such as military involvement, volunteer service in a 
private nonprofit, Vista, or Peace Corps-type organizations, etc. When you enter repayment status, certain cancellation 
provisions are available. The standard repayment period is based on 10 years. Institutions may extend the repayment 
period for the Deferred Perkins Loan up to 10 additional years for low-income individuals. Further details can be found 
on the Perkins Promissory note.

If a Federal Perkins Loan has been included in your financial aid award, a first-time borrower in the Perkins Loan 
program must complete a Personal Confidential Information Sheet and a Statement of Rights and Responsibilities. 
Funds for the Federal Perkins Loan will not be credited to your account until these forms have been received and a 
Promissory Note has been signed.  Freshmen and sophomores who cannot borrow the maximum Stafford Loan are 
given priority for the Federal Perkins Loans.

 
Private Educational Loans are commercial loans made by banks or other lenders to students.  These loans are designed 
for students and offer rates and fees competitive to secured loans such as car loans and home mortgages.  Private 
educational student loans are based on a student’s overall credit profile.  Your history of repayment on prior credit ob-
ligations and your current use of credit determine your eligibility and the terms offered to you under these programs.  
Often a co-signer is required.

Briar Cliff does not endorse any one lender.  While students may choose any participating lender, we provide you a 
listing of experienced lenders who have demonstrated a commitment of providing efficient service to all Briar Cliff 
students and exceptional borrower benefits.

By going to the website listed below, you will be able to choose a lender for your Alternative/Supplemental Loan and 
complete an application, which is required. This list is not a comprehensive list of private loan programs available.  
Students may borrow a private loan from any lender. The programs listed at the website below are offered by  
experienced student loan lenders. 

For a lender list for Alternative/Supplemental Loans, visit www.briarcliff.edu/supplemental_loan.aspx.

    Federal Direct pLUS Loans

    Federal Perkins Loans

    Alternative/Supplemental Loan Options
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Student Loan Application Instructions
Returning Students • 2009-2010

IMPORTANT LOAN APPLICATION INFORMATION

Please follow the instructions listed below to secure a Federal Direct, Federal Direct PLUS, or 
Supplemental/Alternative Loan. 

How to apply for a Federal Direct Loan:
Go to the following site: https://dlenote.ed.gov/empn/StudentLoanSelector.jsp

All borrowers are required to complete a Master Promissory Note (MPN) in order to borrow funds through the 
Federal Direct Loan Program. After you have completed the MPN the Department of Education will notify our office 
of the successful completion of the MPN.

Before any funds can be credited to your account, you must complete an entrance counseling session. Entrance 
counseling is required by the federal government for first time borrowers of the Federal Direct Loan Program.  To 
complete an entrance counseling session go to the following website: www.dl.ed.gov

How to apply for a Federal Direct (PLUS) Loan for Undergraduate Students:
If your parent(s) wish to borrow funds through the PLUS program, please complete a Federal Direct PLUS/Credit 
Authorization. Go to the following site:  https://dlenote.ed.gov/empn/completenew_plus.jsp

After you have completed the Master Promissory Note (MPN) you will need to complete a Federal Direct PLUS Appli-
cation/Credit Authorization form and return it to the Financial Aid Office. Follow these steps to down load the form:	
									       

1.	 Go to www.briarcliff.edu
2.	 Select:  Prospective Students
3.	 Select:  Financial Aid Forms
4.	 Select:  Briar Cliff University Federal Direct PLUS Loan Information Request 09-10.
5.	 Once you complete the form, mail it to the Financial Aid Office. Our office will match the  

authorization form with the Master Promissory Note.

How to apply for an Alternative/Supplemental Loan:
Go to the following site:  www.briarcliff.edu/supplemental_loan.aspx 

Private educational student loans are based on a student’s overall credit profile.  Your history of repayment on prior 
credit obligations and your current use of credit determine your eligibility and the terms offered to you under these 
programs.  In most cases a co-signer is required if the applicant does not have sufficient credit. There are many 
alternative loans to choose from.  You may use any alternative loan program you wish.  Our lender list provides you 
with a listing of lenders which we have used that offer competitive rates. If you choose a different lender make sure 
you complete all certifications and inform the Financial Aid Office of the lender you have chosen, so we can monitor 
the status of the loan.

Only use an Alternative/Supplemental Loan after all Federal Direct Loans have been fully awarded.
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    Satisfactory Academic Progress 
The Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, requires that each student maintains satisfactory progress in his or her 
pursued course of study to receive Title IV Federal Financial Aid.  At Briar Cliff, these standards are also applied to state 
and institutional programs.

Students attending full-time have a maximum of five academic years to complete a program of study at Briar Cliff 
University. Students will only receive state funding for four academic years.  If the student’s major requires additional 
completion time, a fifth year of institutional funding can be allowed by appealing to the Financial Aid office.

Academic Progress will be measured both qualitatively and quantitatively.  A minimum grade point average (GPA) and a 
minimum number of credit hours completed in the academic year are requirements (see chart below).

End-of-Term Grade Point Average (GPA) 
RequirementsTerm 1

Term 2
Term 3
Term 4
Term 5
Term 6 to graduation

	 1.5
	 1.65
	 1.75
	 1.85
	 1.95
	 2.0

Students must earn 70% of their 
attempted credit hours.  Students 
who do not have the appropri-
ate credit hours will be placed on 
Financial Aid Probation at the end 
of the academic year.  Students will 
be allowed a probationary year in 
which to increase their credit hours 
earned.  Failure to achieve this standard at any point following the probationary year will result in the loss of financial 
aid eligibility until the student has earned 70% of their attempted hours.

Eligibility will terminate when the credit hours required for a specific degree/program are earned or the student has 
attempted greater than 150% of the credit hours required for a specific degree program.  Please note only one warn-
ing will be given to a student for either duration of eligibility or GPA deficiencies.

Students participating in athletics must meet the guidelines listed above to retain athletic scholarships.

    Repeated Coursework 
When students repeat a course, the most recent grade received is used in the calculation of the cumulative grade point 
average unless the student performs worse.  In that case, the better of the two grades is counted toward cumulative 
grade point average.

    Non-credit Coursework 
Non-credit coursework is not counted in the minimum credit requirement.  In the event that a student fails to success-
fully complete courses at the minimum level, the student will be placed on Financial Aid Probation.  A student in this 
category may receive financial aid for one additional term.  If the student does not meet the minimum levels by the end 
of the probationary term, the student is considered to be making unsatisfactory progress and is placed on Financial Aid 
Suspension.

Financial Aid Suspension means the termination of all financial aid except private loans.  The Financial Aid Office evalu-
ates the progress of each student according to these standards on an annual basis.  If a student is placed on Financial 
Aid Suspension, that student will have the opportunity to appeal the suspension.  A student will receive notification of 
suspension and an Appeals Document.  The appeals committee will review the student’s request and notify the student 
of its decision in writing.
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    Changes in academic load
During the first week of each term, called “validation week,” you will have an opportunity to change your registration 
or room/board plan with no financial penalty. After validation week, there will be no adjustment to tuition or financial 
aid if you drop a class or change to a different room/board plan.

Students who completely withdraw from the university may be allowed a refund on tuition, fees, and room/board 
(if applicable). Federal and state regulations require that all or a portion of the refund be returned to the appropriate 
government aid programs. Refunds on behalf of the federal aid recipients must be returned in the following order: 
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loans, Federal Direct Subsidized Loans, Federal Perkins Loan, Federal Grad PLUS, Federal 
Direct PLUS Loan,   Federal Pell Grant, Academic Competitive Grant and National SMART Grant, Federal SEOG Grant, 
other Title IV aid.

For a complete copy of Briar Cliff’s refund policy, please review the Student Handbook or contact the Financial Aid 
Office.

    Payment of Accounts
Briar Cliff University’s payment policy requires all term charges to be paid by the first day of classes.  A bill may be paid 
through personal resources, Automatic Bill Payment Plan, or a combination of the above.  If the student is applying for 
a Partnership Loan or a Federal PLUS Loan to cover the difference, that is also acceptable.  All current charges must be 
paid before registering for a new term.  The University reserves the right to disenroll a student for nonpayment.

    Personal Resources
 
Briar Cliff University accepts most major credit cards.  Payment by credit card may be made in person, by telephone or 
by mail.  Checks and money orders should be made payable to Briar Cliff University.

    Automatic Bill Payment Plan
Briar Cliff University offers an automatic bill payment plan through the Business Office.  This plan allows you to make 
automatic payments on your student account via auto-debit.  The payment plan generally begins in September and 
runs for ten months; however, it is possible to start the plan at any time for a specified number of months.  Contact the 
Business Office at (712)279-5440.



Your Rights and Responsibilities 
You are responsible for:
•  Being informed. Briar Cliff University strives to provide families with factual information 		
	 regarding cost, aid, opportunities, etc., through its publications and correspondence.
•  Supplying accurate information on all forms submitted. Funds obtained on the basis of 
	 false information must be repaid and could result in criminal prosecution.
•  Reporting any financial aid that you receive but is not listed on your current Award  
 	 Letter from Briar Cliff University.
•  Submitting information requested by financial aid processors, Briar Cliff, or any other 		
	 institution or program to which you are applying or reapplying for financial aid.
•  Maintaining good academic standing as outlined in this publication.
•  Repaying any student loans in accordance to your established repayment schedule. 
	 You are not eligible for financial aid if you are in default on any federal loans received at 
	 any institution.
•  Reporting any change in your circumstances which might affect your eligibility for 		
	 financial aid. These changes include residency, enrollment status, etc.
•  Meeting your education costs.
•  Repaying any prior over-awards of federal funds at any institution. You are not eligible 		
	 for financial aid if you owe a refund on federal funds.
•  Using financial aid funds for expenses related to your attendance at Briar Cliff.
•  Complying with all federal requirements of the 1983 Amendments to the Military  
	 Selective Service Act.

You have the right to:
•  Expect confidentiality. All financial aid information submitted to the Financial Aid Office 		
	 will remain confidential.
•  Have your financial aid reviewed if your circumstances change during the academic 	  
 	 year.  Contact the Financial Aid Office if you feel your calculated financial need should  
	 be reviewed. This, however, does not always result in an increase in your award.
•  Expect fair treatment. Briar Cliff University does not discriminate on the basis of race,  
	 color, sex, religion, national or ethnic origin, physical or mental handicap, or age.

Additional Information
Briar Cliff’s Financial Aid Office has a staff who can assist you in understanding your financial aid,  
budgeting your resources, and loan management. If you would like some assistance, please contact our  
counselors to schedule an appointment toll free at 1-800-662-3303, extension 5200, or locally  
at 712-279-5200.
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    BRIAR CLIFF UNIVERSITY 2009/2010 TUITION & FEES
	 				    COST PER TERM  		  COST PER YEAR
	 (FA/WI/ SP)
Full-time Undergraduate	 $7289	 $21867
Full-time Fees	 $223	 $669

Resident Hall Rates
Alverno Hall (double)	 $1119	 $3357
Noonan Hall (double)	 $1119	 $3357
Toller Hall (double)	 $1119	 $3357
Baxter-DiGiovanni (Quad)	 $1231	 $3693
Large Privates	 $1469	 $4407
Small Privates	 $1280	 $3840 
Resident Hall Activity Fee	 $20	 $60
Loft Rental                                                                                                           $43	 $129

Meal Plans
70 Meals + 150 Flex	 $883	 $2649
90 Meals + 150 Flex	 $1000	 $3000
150 Meals + 150 Flex	 $1135	 $3405
200 Meals + 150 Flex	 $1207	 $3621
Flex can be used at the Fire Pit Grill or Java City Coffee House
Commuter Meal Plans
50 meals with $50 Dining Bucks	
25 meals with $25 Dining Bucks	
10 meals with no Dining Bucks	  	
Go to www.briarcliff.campusdish.com for details.
All commuter plans and add-on dollars carry over from term to term but expire at the end of the academic year.       
Additional Charges
Athletic Fee	
one sport 	 $165
dual sport 	 $225
Parking	 $60
Lab Fees vary based on course:  See Class Schedule.
Part-time Tuition Rates							      Cost Per Credit
Part-time Day	 $729
Evening/Weekend	 $319
BCU Extended Campuses (Algona, IA Lakes)	 $260
Mercy Medical	 $240
Summer /Fast Forward	 $319
Part-time Student Fees	 $22
BCU Extended Campuses (Algona, IA Lakes) fees	 $12
Masters
Master of Education	 $277
Master of Human Resource	 $277
Masters On-Line Certificate	 $277
Master of Nursing	 $460
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