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The Researchers Thesis

• Thesis: filtering computers alone will not 
protect children from viewing pornographic 
information



The Researchers Hypothesis

• Hypothesis: By parents monitoring the 
computers history, discussing online activity 
with the child, filtering computers, and 
limiting online access will protect a child best.



Research Terms

• Computer Access- refers to the availability an adolescent has 
to a computer with internet access either at home, a friends, 
or a local library. 

• Explicit- will refer to pictures containing nudity, or partial 
nudity, which are not medically related. Explicit will also 
cover images where sexual acts are performed. 

• Pornographic Pictures- refer to images that contain explicit 
content and 

• Pornographic sites- are websites that contain explicit images 
and or invitations for viewing or participating in sexually 
related acts online (i.e. click here for hardcore sex.)



Research Questions

RQ1: Do educating children of the dangers on the 
internet and how to avoid pornography protect 
them better than filters? 

RQ2: Does parents/guardians involvement in 
children’s internet activity protect them better 
than filters alone? 

RQ3: Would educating both the parents/guardians 
and children be the more effective than filtering?  

RQ4: Does viewing explicit material affect the 
attitudes of adolescents towards sexual content 
therefore, encouraging them to view such 
material?



Background

• Parents and the internet
– Used for educational purposes has Increased over the 

years
– See it as merely educational

• Wanted and Unwanted exposure
– Amount
– Cause

• Effects of Exposure
– Influence their ideas of norms in society
– People can be viewed as sex objects



Background Continued

• Protecting children
– Monitoring online activity
– Limiting online activity

• Filtering
– Positive
– Negative



Methodology

• Research
– quantitative research

• Participants
– 1000 adolescents

• Type of Sample
– proportionate stratified sample
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