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ThesisThesis

Web design courses needWeb design courses need
Integrate skillsIntegrate skills
Proper judgment decisionsProper judgment decisions
Perspective, Internet impacts our livesPerspective, Internet impacts our lives

HOW DO YOU TEACH THAT?HOW DO YOU TEACH THAT?



SkillsSkills

““Computers are taught first not because they Computers are taught first not because they 
are more important than knowledge, but are more important than knowledge, but 
because technology presents immediate because technology presents immediate 
barriers.barriers.””

--Claude Claude CookmanCookman
(42)(42)



JudgmentJudgment

Creativity (defined):Creativity (defined):
““the process of sensing problems or gaps in the process of sensing problems or gaps in 
information, forming ideas, testing and information, forming ideas, testing and 
modifying, and communicating the resultsmodifying, and communicating the results””

(Coleman 6(Coleman 6--9)9)



PerspectivePerspective

The Internet influences our livesThe Internet influences our lives
CommunicationCommunication
InformationInformation
ShoppingShopping
DatingDating
MusicMusic
BusinessBusiness



Research QuestionsResearch Questions
R1. What are some successful methods of integrating R1. What are some successful methods of integrating 
skills in a Web design course at an undergraduate level?skills in a Web design course at an undergraduate level?

R2. What role does judgment play in the Web design R2. What role does judgment play in the Web design 
process?process?

R3. What is the importance of understanding the growing R3. What is the importance of understanding the growing 
environment of new media?environment of new media?

R4. What are some other issues and challenges that are R4. What are some other issues and challenges that are 
involved in teaching a Web design course at an involved in teaching a Web design course at an 
undergraduate level? undergraduate level? 

R5. Did the Web design course in undergraduate school R5. Did the Web design course in undergraduate school 
initiate a more positive feeling toward that profession? initiate a more positive feeling toward that profession? 



MethodologyMethodology

What: Web Design Class What: Web Design Class 
Who: Undergraduate studentsWho: Undergraduate students
When: Fall 2007When: Fall 2007
Where: Briar Cliff University, Sioux City, IAWhere: Briar Cliff University, Sioux City, IA



MethodologyMethodology

How: How: 

Quantitative Quantitative 
LikertLikert scalescale

I feel confident in using the computer and software I feel confident in using the computer and software 
programs needed to create a Web site?programs needed to create a Web site?

QualitativeQualitative
Descriptive SurveyDescriptive Survey

Honest OpinionHonest Opinion
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